From The Chattanooga Times, Monday, June 19, 1967

GRACE E. M’DADE DEAD AT AGE 76

Kansas Native Was Active in Gardening and Church Circles

Mrs. Grace Everest McDade, vice president and a founder of Rivermont Orchids and a prominent churchwoman, died Sunday in a hospital here.  She was 76 years old.

Mrs. McDade was born in LaCrosse, Kan.  She was educated and taught in the public schools of Oklahoma City.  She attended Eureka College, Eureka, Ill., and in 1914 married Clint McDade.  They came to Chattanooga 12 years later and Mrs. McDade has spent the remainder of her life here.

A granddaughter of one of the founders of the Christian Church, Mrs. McDade has been a lifelong and active member.  She was most recently honored for 40 years membership in the First Christian Church of Chattanooga.  She has occupied many positions in the church, including presidency of the women’s association.  For 35 years Mrs. McDade furnished vestibule and altar flowers which she personally grew, arranged and delivered to the church.

Her home, “Rivermont” in North Chattanooga became nationally recognized for its gardens shortly after it was built in 1931 and has drawn horticultural visitors from all over the United States.  She and her husband traveled extensively and collected rare plants which were grown at “Rivermont.”

She is a past horticultural chairman for the State of Tennessee, and was made an honorary member of the majority of garden clubs in the Chattanooga area.  She was a member of the Riverview Garden Club, a past president of the M. B. Music Club, and a 50-year member of PEO.

Mrs. McDade frequently gave talks illustrated by specimen plants from her own garden.  She is the author of a book, “Design for Living,” which combines spiritual suggestions for living illustrated in her own line drawings of flower arrangements which suggest the spiritual ideas.

At the time of her death Mrs. McDade was vice president and horticultural adviser for Rivermont Orchids, which she helped to found in 1939.  

She is survived by her former husband, Clint McDade, Mobile, Ala.; a daughter, Mrs. E. E. Ferguson Jr., Augusta, Ga.; two sons, Everest McDade, Skyland, N.C.; Neil McDade,  Chattanooga; and nine grandchildren.

Funeral Services will be held at the Chattanooga Funeral Home West Chapel Monday at 1:30 p.m., conducted by Dr. William G. West.

Friends desiring to send flowers are asked to request arrangements in water that can be given to hospitals after the funeral.  Contributions may be made to First Christian Church.

Burial will be in Chattanooga Memorial Park.

Pallbearers will be George Spurling, Will Allen Wilkerson, Joe Moore, Jere Russell,  Fred Cole, Forrest Winder,  Dr. E. E. Carrier and Emmett Kerr.

